Formal Comments of Closing the Banquet at the Congress

Ed Salem

Good evening Ladies and Gentlemen. Honored guests. Members of  Parliament, Honorable Consul General and especially our Excellencies the bishops who have joined us, especially. Bishop Joseph Bechara, Bishop of  Antelias who is the personal representative of HE Patriarch Sfeir.

I would like to thank First of All His beatitude,,, for his encouragement and support,,, for his guidance and love. I would also thank him for his prayers for our peaceful and productive meeting. I would also like to thank each and every person, members of our board, and the many people with whom we have worked across the nation and the world over the last year to bring this congress into reality.  I would also like to thank the communities of our local parishes of San Diego, Los Angeles, San Dimas, Riverside, and my own parish. Orange County. I owe a debt of gratitude to three of these pastors: Father Abdallah Zaidan, Rector of Our Lady of Lebanon Cathedral, Father Nabil Mouannes of St Ephram San Diego, and my own pastor. Father Antoine Bakh.

I owe an especial thanks to the two co-chairs. Dr. Eli Ayoub, and his co chair Hanna Bayeh. They have shouldered a load that has been the cornerstone of the work of this Congress. And, last but definitely not least. My appreciation, gratitude and love for the three people who have supported me, loved me and gotten me through the many trials of getting this Congress together. They have truly paid a price for its success: My beloved wife, Samia and my children Chris and Nicole.

And, to each of you from near and far: The delegation of 15 from Kuwait to our neighbors from Mexico and Canada, From Bulgaria to South Africa. I thank you and hope you have been rewarded in your trip. I would also like to thank the media. You have done a superb job of reporting our proceedings and determining the expectations and outcomes. To all of you as a group, I thank you. I don't dare begin to mention names, for I am certain with my senior moments at hand, I will forget someone. 

Ladies and Gentlemen there is a breath of freshness in the air. It is called unity of mind and spirit in one cause: The cause of our brother Christians. For they have no voice but ours, and it must be raised in their defense and protection ... The protection of their rights, their lands and their faith. This is a cause that we must sign up to with our whole being..,, our minds, our hearts and our resources. WE have as cause to bring more of us together in the common cause and the faith that unites us. We must make the commitment now, or the opportunity and the spirit that exists today will soon be lost to us.

Ladies and Gentlemen, we the members of the Foundation are dedicated to making the requests of this Congress reality. We have much to do, on the political front, the economic front, the social front and the religious front. It is a challenge in which we ask you to join. Let it be said now, that we, the Maronites of the world have risen to the challenge and the charge of our Patriarch, to work on behalf of our beloved land of our fathers. Let it be said that we are willing and capable of doing what is needed to fulfill his dreams of uniting all Maronites under one leader. Let it be said that we can support our Patriarch in his mission to protect and guide his flock.

This is our cause: The cause of the Foundation. We will answer his charge to us to be faithful to his lead and to work on behalf of all Maronites so they may exist in the land of the birth of our church, and the land of our forefathers. Lebanon has not always enjoyed peace, but it has always had hope. Let us not let the green of hope fade from its flag, nor the white of freedom to be replaced with despair and futility. Let us work to ensure that hope will bring the fruition of true freedom for Lebanon and all its people.

Thank you and God bless you all.

